COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS, RULES, ORDINANCES, ORDERS
AND CLAIMS
DECEMBER 14, 2009
Minutes

Councilor Michael Bardsley, Chair
Councilor Robert Reckman
Councilor David Narkewicz

Chairmah Bardsley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

» ORDINANCES:
e Ordinance - Amend §350-3.4 & Attachment 1:1 Rezone Residential
Areas of Watershed Protection (WP) to Special Conservancy and
Drop WP in Areas Outside of Floodplain (Referred by City Council
July 9, 2009 to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders

and Claims, to Planning Board, and to Economic Development,
Housing and Land Use) CONTINUED FROM OCTOBER 5, 2009

Councilor Narkewicz stated that a public hearing on the above Ordinance was
held on December 10, 2009. The Planning Board closed the public hearing with
a unanimous vote to recommend moving this Ordinance forward to City
Council.

Councilor LaBarge was present and asked if this Ordinance will move to the
new City Council? Councilor Narkewicz stated that it would be on the
December 17, 2009 City Council agenda to carry forward to the 2010-2011 City
Council.

Councilor-Elect Gene Tacy stated that WP allows to build, SC does not and is
not flexible. -

Councilor Bardsley voiced concerns that current landowners would lose land
based on these changes. Councilor Narkewicz stated that the zoning is wider
than FEMA.

Councilor Reckman moved approval with a positive recommendation to
the City Council; Councilor Narkewicz seconded. The vote passed on a
vote of 2 Yes, 1 Abstention (Councilor Bardsley abstaining).

= New Business:

Councilor Reckman submitted a new copy of a memo dated August 31, 2009
with recommended changes to City Council Rules.




Councilor Narkewicz stated that, in keeping with Best Practices, it might be
good to test these changes and try some meetings in the new way with public
input throughout the meeting.

Councilor Reckman made the motion for the Committee on Elections,
Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims to recommend to the City Council
the following changes to City Council Rules:

Section 10 — see memo

Section 22 — eliminate

Section 46 — video “records”

Councilor Bardsley seconded the motion. The vote passed unanimously (3-
0).

The memo and recommended changes will be presented to the 2010-2011 City
Council at the organizational meeting on January 4, 2010.

* APPROVAL OF MINUTES — November 9, 2009

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Bardsley
seconded. The vote passed unanimously (3-0).

= CLAIMS:
e Ms. Keneil Anglin — Property Damage Claim of October 14, 2007 and May 19,
2008

Ms. Anglin did not attend the meeting. The claims were discussed and reviewed.

Councilor Reckman moved to deny, without prejudice, the claims; Councilor
Bardsley seconded. The vote passed unanimously (3-0).

At 6:50 p.m., Councilor Narkewicz moved to adjourn and was seconded by
Councilor Reckman. The vote passed unanimously (3-0).

Respectfully submitted,
Mary L. Midura
Executive Secretary




MEMO
To:  The Northampton City Council
From: The Committee on Elections, Bules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims
Date: August 31, 2009 |

Re: Recommendations about changes to the Rules of the City Council based on the
report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Best Practices in Northampton Decision Making.

We recommend that the Council consider the following changes to its rules. We are
continuing to work on the questions of rules for executive sessions and non binding
citizen ballot petitions. The changes we suggest are highlighted in red.

Section 10; Consider changing the order of our meetings. An order we think worthy of
consideration is:

1) Roll Call

2) Approval of minutes of previous meetings.

3) Proclamations, Resolutions, Awards and Recognitions
4) Appointments, Elections and Public Hearings

5) Licenses

6) Adjourn for Finance Committee.

7) Reports of committees

8) Financial orders

9) Orders and Ordinances

10)  Updates from Council President and Committee Chairs
11) New business

Section 16: We think that it might be useful if citizens who wish to speak on an issue on
the agenda were allowed to do so during the meeting before the Council takes the issue
up. This would mean that some citizens would have to stay longer at the meeting but
that we would hear their concerns immediately before we have our deliberations. The
Chair would enforce a 3 minute limit on speakers.

Section 22: Eliminate entirely: REFERENCE TO MEMBERS BY NAME,
PROHIBITED IN DEBATE. No member or the Chair shall be mentioned in
debate by given name; but may be described by the place which the member
occupies, the ward which the member represents or by such other designation
as may be intelligible and respectful.

Section 34: The Mayor shall be, ex officio, chair of any committee of which Mayor is a
member and of other committees, and whenever the chair of any such committee shall




fail to call a meeting of its members for the space of ten days from the time any subject
has been referred to it, after having been requested to do so, any two of the members of
any such committee shall have the power to call meetings thereof. The chair may call
special meetings of the committee. Two or more members of a committee may file a
written request for a special meeting and if the chair does not call said meeting within 10
days, a majority of the committee members may file notice that the special meeting will
be called. This rule shall apply to all subcommittees of the Council and to the Council
as a whole.

Section 46: Substitute “video records” for videotape.
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THANRS CITY OF NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS
R DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
' 125 Loéust Street '
Northampton, MA 01060

= ' It’v
Gy ﬂﬂl‘, {0
NN RN
Chie b Gk

413-587-1570

Fax 413-587-1576
Edward S. Huntley, P.E.

Director
December 10, 2009

Springfield Republican

1860 Main Street

Springfield, MA 01101

Attention: Mr. Frederick F. Fedesco, Vice President/General Manager

RE: City of Northampton Anti-litter Ordinance

Dear Mr. Fedesco:

On a weekly basis the Springfield Republican has been distributing an advertising supplement in a
purple plastic bag. These bagged advertisements are tossed onto driveways, sidewalks and streets around
Northampton and may remain for days as litter in the locations they are thrown. This means of
distributing advertising is prohibited by City Ordinance 272-3 Litter Prohibited which states:

“No person shall put or place or cause to be put or placed in any street, lane common, park, court, alley
or other public place or on any private property in the this City any dirt, filth, ashes, garbage, litter or
rubbish of any description; or throw or distribute, or cause to be thrown or distributed therein, any
playbill, poster, notice, advertisement or printed paper of any description or any advertising appliance or
medium, excepting newspapers distributed to purchasers.....”

Violations of this notice are punishable as set forth in Chapter 40 with a fine of $100 per violation.
This correspondence is sent to notify the Springfield Republican of these violations of the anti-litter

ordinance and to provide an opportunity for you to make changes to the way in which these advertising
supplements are distributed.

A response to this letter is requested outlining actions to be taken to comply with this Ordinance. Please
contact me (413)587-1570 x4307 if there are any questions in this regard.

Very truly yous,

ames R. Lauyila
City Engine

Copy: Ned Huntley, Director of Public Works
David Narkewicz, City Councilor




